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Spotlight On Success - An End to Living in Fear

Among the many social service agency programs supported by United Way of Ocean County is
Providence House Domestic Violence Services (PHDVS). Desperate participants receive safe
emergency shelter, as well as the support and counseling services needed to: save them from
life-threatening victimization, provide a stable and structured living environment, and
eventually help them take steps to move on to self-sufficiency and safe, affordable housing.

A recent rescue involved an abused mother of two children. Maria had been physically, verbally
and sexually abused by her husband of 10 years. Her children often witnessed their father
violently punching, kicking and pushing their mother around. After the last vicious attack, she
was finally defeated and knew she could no longer tolerate the brutality and threats. Maria
summoned the courage to call the police. The police assisted in getting a restraining order against
her husband and referred her to PHDVS.

Maria called the PHDVS hotline and moved into their Safe House with her traumatized children
that very same night. During her stay, she met with a bilingual case manager to begin the process
of healing needed to make a fresh start. She attended weekly individual and group counseling to
learn about the dynamics of domestic violence, safety planning, and how to identify and
avoid potentially abusive relationships in the future.

The children also received counseling and were helped to transfer from their school to one closer
to the Safe House. When the family was considered ready to leave the PHDVS shelter, the
Outreach office continued to provide ongoing counseling sessions for both Maria and her family.

When a woman flees from an abusive relationship, she often has absolutely nowhere to
turn and the family is essentially homeless. But today, Maria and her children are living in a
peaceful home with protections from her abuser. She is thankful to PHDVS and to all
the donors who made it possible for her to create a wholesome and healthy future for herself and
her young children.

If you are experiencing domestic abuse, you can call the Providence House hotline at
732-244-8259. Calls are confidential and can be anonymous.

To learn more about how you can support this program, please call the United Way of Ocean
County office at 732-240-0311.




Letter from the Executive Director
Dear Friends,

First, please let me say thank you for your support and assistance over
the past nine months as | have learned about the strengths and challenges
.. facing United Way of Ocean County. It has been an exciting time for all
of us as we reached out to so many of you, our partners and donors, to
talk about the mission of our organization, and how we can improve the
work that we do with you, and for you.

We've held agency visits, exchanged emails, attended planning and
leadership meetings, hosted community drives and volunteer giving
days, and worked with so many of you on amazing employee giving
campaigns. Through all of this, we have asked you to take a new look at
S an old friend...and you did!!!!

Despite the challenges in the economy and the obstacles that all our non-profits face in
these fragile times...| have heard yes...over and over again...and thankfully the yes’s far
outweighed the no’s.

Most importantly, we heard a resounding “yes” as our team embraces a new work approach
that combines the best of our history and experience, with a new sense of purpose and
commitment.

This new approach will allow us to guard and support the core values that have served our community so
well for the past 35 years! At the same time, we will look critically at each of our tasks to identify
how we can improve our work — researching best practice programs, creatively overcoming
obstacles, and setting a place at our table for new partners and ideas.

Guardians and innovators....yes...that is what we will need for the next part of our journey!

So please...keep saying yes...and share with us your vision, your support and your commitment as

we move forward — together.

Much appreciation,

Linda Gyimoty

Executive Director

OPEN YOUR HEART.

JOIN THE MOVEMENT:

LIVE UNITEDESi=




In 2011 employees of Exelon Corporation’s Oyster Creek Generating Station in Lacey Township
donated to United Way of Ocean County the largest amount ever raised by a single campaign -
more than $285,000. We spoke with Nancy Eriksen, Chairperson of Exelon’s campaign, to discover the
secrets to success.

In the mid-1990s when what was then GPU Nuclear asked Nancy Eriksen to serve on the committee in
charge of raising funds for United Way of Ocean County, she says employees at the power plant in
Lacey Township were donating a total of about $30,000 a year. Eriksen, records management
manager for Exelon Oyster Creek, who studied business management and marketing in college,
says she realized the campaign's strategy could be improved. “They were soliciting through the
mail,” she says. “Knowing the generosity of Oyster Creek employees, | thought there had to be a
way we could increase those numbers. We had to put a face on the pledge form.”

This year Exelon Oyster Creek topped its own ambitious $285,000 goal by raising a whopping
$285,890 - the most an employee-run campaign has ever raised for UWOC. “We have about a
dozen rallies every year to let as many employees as possible know about the campaign,” says
Eriksen. “My co-chair, Gina Straka, and | usually invite a person into the plant to speak whose
life has been turned around because of a particular United Way charity into the plant to
speak.” One speaker needed childcare for her autistic child so she could go to work. Another
needed a specialized wheelchair. A third had a substance abuse problem, which he beat because
of the help of an agency funded through United Way of Ocean County.

Each speaker is that “face on the pledge form” who shows why supporting United Way is important.
“These people could be your neighbors,” says Eriksen. “Often they only need help for a short time,
and they get that help because of United Way.” The results are impressive: More than half of the
plant’s 700 employees give to the campaign.

Exelon support for United Way is corporation-wide. John Rowe, Exelon’s chairman and CEO chose
United Way as the only charity to which employees from company facilities across the country can
donate through payroll deductions. It's a simple process with obvious benefits: Employees choose
an amount that is automatically deducted from every paycheck. “People become continuous
givers,” says Eriksen. “It makes it so easy.”

Many plant employees do shift work, making it difficult for them to find time to volunteer in the
community. They’re thankful they can give back by supporting United Way. By giving as little as
$500 a year, they earn “Leadership Level” distinction at Exelon Oyster Creek. “That’s less than
$10 a week,” says Eriksen. “We treat the people giving at the Leadership Level as leaders. And
often they’ll increase their level of giving from one year to the next.”

To help reach its campaign goal, and to make the whole process more fun, Exelon Oyster Creek
also organizes an annual golf outing. This year the event, held at Seaview Golf Resort in Galloway,
raised more than $53,000. The company also offers incentives for participating in the United Way
campaign - raffling off gift cards, for example — but Eriksen says often the recipients donate the
prizes back, and ask that they be given to someone less fortunate. “There’'s a culture of giving
here.” Eriksen says. “The giving never stops.”

Eriksen not only runs Exelon’s United Way campaign, she’s active on UWOC’s board of directors,
and is president-elect for 2012. “I’'m excited about the opportunity to become even more in-
volved,” she says. “I have total confidence in United Way of Ocean County. Who has the time to
reseatrch dozens of nonprofits? It’s the easiest way to give and know your dollars are being well
spent.”

Exelon is an extraordinary example of a business whose employees are truly responsive to
aiding those in Ocean County with the greatest need. UWOC Executive Director, Linda
Gyimoty, is grateful. “In such harsh and uncertain economic times, | am humbled by the
continued generosity of our Exelon Oyster Creek partners. Their commitment to our residents and
to the work of United Way of Ocean County provides an amazing legacy of support that will be
felt by thousands, for generations to come.”



Buy YOUR tickets today!!

Sponsorships and donations of
game prizes are greatly
appreciated. For all above
information please call
(732) 240-0311 or check out
wWwWw.uwochj.org!!
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